Parent Information for Miss Sherri’s Room


WELCOME to 4 year old preschool.  It’s my goal this year to continue what you have begun as parents. That is to guide your child in becoming an enthusiastic, independent, and self confident learner.  

*************************************
In Miss Sherri’s Room…

· My curriculum uses weekly or biweekly themes.  The activities incorporate preschool concepts and skills. These activities enhance each child’s strengths and give practice to areas that need improvement.    
· The classroom is set up to be a structured environment with choices.  Children make choices about what activities to do, who they want to play with, and in projects to make it their own and unique.  We also follow the same routine everyday.
· The Classroom Centers include: Creation station, housekeeping, reading area, block/play area, sensory table, manipulative table(s) and project table.

· We use Clifford the Big Red Dog scholastic magazine to promote literacy, pre-academic skills, and social development.  

The cost of this magazine is included in your fieldtrip fee.
· We do several activities and projects to promote literacy: Besides reading books we create class books, individual books, play games, choose weather words, recite finger plays and sing songs.  We have fun with words everyday.
Handwriting Without Tears:

We use this program to promote:

· correct pencil grip
· hand dominance

· letters starting at the top
· Correct formation of capital letters (starting with their NAME.)
This program includes a workbook, several manipulatives, and a fun CD of songs. (See handout for parent tips.) 
“Cubby of the Day”
Each day a child is chosen to be the “Cubby of the Day”.  This child assists me in the calendar activities, line leader, and chooses snack 

MYSTERY BAG :

We have MYSTERY BAG instead of show and tell.  About every two weeks your child will bring home the “MYSTERY BAG” (grocery bag).  First your child will decide what item to put in the bag, and then you write three clues on the clue sheet.  Return the bag and clues to school the next class day.
Fieldtrips:

We go on several fieldtrips throughout the year.  Dates and fees for these trips will be noted in a separate hand out.

Fun days :

We do several fun days that include:

· Sports Day

· Pajama Day 
· Hat Day

· Super Hero Day*
· Beach Day
· St. Patrick’s Day*
· Baseball Day *
· Blast Off 2008!*
· Pirate Party*
* 4’s participate only
Parent /Teacher Communication:
Always call or e-mail me if you have any questions or concerns.
· Call me at school or at home.
· E-mail me at leahyfam@sbcglobal.net
· Nov. phone conferences
· March parent/teacher conferences

Birthday Celebrations:
      We will celebrate your child’s birthday on or as near his/her birthdates as possible. 
      Summer birthdays will be celebrated as ½ birthdays as follows: 
· June in December
· July in January
· August in February. 
      You may bring a special snack that day and party napkins are optional.  Giving out  goodie bags is not necessary.
Classroom Rules:
1. “Give me five.”

· Eyes on speaker

· Lips closed

· Ears listening

· Sit up straight

· Hands and feet quiet

    2. Clean up own mess.

    3. Use your manner words.

    4. Use your words to solve your conflicts.

Discipline Philosophy:
     In our room we use verbal and pictorial reminders, redirect when needed, give choices when appropriate and use timeouts if necessary.  We reinforce appropriate behavior with praise and give clear expectations for acceptable behavior.
Ways for Parent Participation:

· READ the monthly     newsletter

· Sign up to help in classroom.
· Sign up to bring party item.
· Sign up to bring healthy snack.
· Chaperone on fieldtrips.
· Attend school events.
Class Color Codes:

MWF AM – red

MWF PM – yellow

T/TH        -  blue

